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Biblical Alphabets

Hebrew

Name Normal  Hard  Final Tanslit. Paleo Early
"alef N ’ X

béth u} 2 bb 9 Y
gimél J J a9 1 A
dalét a = dd va Yy
hey i h A Ll
waw ) w Tt )
zayin ) z 2 r
hat nf h 2] n
tet ) t ® v
yod ) y (4 '
kap > o 7 k Kk J y
lamed 5 I ¢ L
mem ) [m] m Vi )
nun ] n J J
samek o) S F D
‘ayin ) ‘ o jV
peh 5 B n pp 7 8
sadé 3 4 $ r ¥
qop P a T P
rés 9 r 4 9
$in/$in vw N w )]
taw D 9] tt K n

Greek

Name Miniscule
alpha o
beta B
gamma Y
delta )
epsilon €
zeta €
eighta n
theta 0
iota !
kappa K
lamda A
mu i
nu v
Xi &
omicron 0
pi T
rho p

sigma (ofe

tau T
upsilon v
phi ¢
chi X
psi "
omega Q)

Unci-

— @ T N m > 3 ®W » 3

z £ > R

[1]

0 € X & < 4 ™M w O O

Trans.

o « o @

ch
ps

As evidenced by inscriptions and ostraca, the Hebrews used the Paleo Hebrew script until at least the exile to Babylon in 586 B.C.
They apparently adopted a script similar to the Babylonian/Assyrian (square) script when they returned. F. M. Cross calls this the Ear-
ly Jewish script and dates it from the Maccabean period to the First Jewish Revolt in A. D. 70." It is what is seen in the Qumran manu-
scripts. The more formal script used in modern texts is most often called the Square Script and dates to after the First Revolt. On a few
occasions (mainly times of revolts-Maccabees [167 B.C.], Rome [A.D. 70]) some scribes reverted to the Paleo script as a form of na-
tionalism. It has to be remembered that the ancient evidences of the scripts are going to be someone’s (bad?) handwriting or an in-
scribers effort on a stone tablet. So too the Greek scripts.
In Greek text critical studies, the older manuscripts are found written in the Uncials and the younger in Miniscules.

! Frank M. Cross, “The Development of the Jewish Script,” The Bible and the Ancient Near East: Essays in Honor of William Foxwell Albright, ed.

by G. E. Wright (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, 1961), 189-190.



