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In the beginning God created" the heavens” and the earth.’
In the beginning of God creating the heavens and the earth.*
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Ant. 1.30 petd 81 todt0o Tfi devtépg TOV HUEPDV TOV 0VPAVOV TOTG
dhorg EmtiOnowy 8T’ adToV dmd TV ANV dLakpivag KoT anTOV
NEtwoe tetdyBar kpVOTOAOV Te TEPLITHENS aVTD Kol VOTLOV adTOV

JOE Antiquities of the Jews 1:30 After this,
on the second day, he placed the heaven over
the whole world, and separated it from the

! Josephus wrote, "Ev dpxfi éctioev (‘founded’-LXX éroinoev) 6 0edg tov 0dpavov kol v yiv (Ant 1:27). cf. Matt.

19.4, Mar. 13.19, Rom. 1.25, Rev. 4.11, 10.6. etc.

2 Sailhamer notes (EBC, 2:22) that Rashi believed that the “Djr;rg' were created from “fire” ¥ and ‘water’ 27)”. He
notes also that “Rashi reasoned quite simply that if the ‘heavens’ were created from fire and water in v.1, the water
must have already been in existence prior to v.1. If such were the case, v.1 could not refer to an absolute beginning

(traditional view) and so had to be read as a construct (cricumstantial clause).”

® Sailhamer sees in P7IRT not “earth’ but rather ‘land’, referring to the land of the covenant. (EBC 2:19)

* There is a great deal of discussion of whether the first phrase should be taken as an absolute phrase or a construct
phrase. The absolute yields the more traditional “In the beginning God created” whereas most who follow the
construct argument translate the opening phrase as a temporal background, “When God began creating . . .” (c.f.

Esp. Sailhamer, EBC and Matthews, NAC).

® A hendiadys (Ev+dLa+dvoLv) construction-one concept represented by two words joined by and. For a detailed
discussion of these terms cf. Westermann, Genesis 1-11, 103. There he uses the single term Tohuwabohu to describe

the concept presented by the two Hebrew words.

® «Scholars have noted that aopatoc is a distinctive philosophical tem in Greek, used by Plato to denote the ‘unseen’
preexisting world of ideas (Sophits 246a-c; Theaetatus 155e; Timaeus 51a; see Hanhart 1992: 367; Harl 1986: 87;
Résel 1994: 31). This choice of a Greek equivalanet expresses something of Platonic cosmology in bilibcal guise,
perhaps joining the cosmologies of Plato and Moses . . .” Ronald S. Hendel, The Text of Genesis 1-11 (New York:

Oxford University Press, 1998), 19.

" The issue of the “Gap Theory” centers around these verses and their translation as, “the earth became formless and
void.” Mark Rooker shows convincingly that the grammar mitigates strongly against this theory in his Studies in

Hebrew Language, Intertextuality, and Theology, 137-171.
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other parts; and he determined it should
stand by itself. He also placed a crystalline
[firmament] around it, and put it together in
a manner agreeable to the earth, and fitted it
for giving moisture and rain, and for
affording the advantage of the dew.
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