
The Canon
of

Scripture

How did we arrive at Sixty -Six Books?



The Vulgate, The Dragon, & The King James

ÅThe Bible and Dating

Å¢I9w9Ω{ ! 5w!Dhb Lb ¢I9 .L.[9ΗΗ

ÅYou Say Revelation, I say Apocalypse

ÅThere is No Love In Ecclesiastes
ÅQuotes from Ecc. 24.17-25 may not be from Ecclesiastes!

ÅBut There Can Be Romance In The Apocrypha!
ÅBut Ecc. 24.17-25 is in the Apocrypha!
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Canon ςDefinition

ÅCanon refers to the books of a Collection

ÅCanon derives from theGreekÿöăƨă(canon), meaning "rule" or 
"measuringstickά

ÅThe Collection or Canon of books is Culturally derived or determined 
by the society that collects them ςi.e., The Western Canon

ÅScriptural Canon refers to those books RECOGNIZEDby Judeo-Christian 
Communities as being from God, God Breathed
ÅKey Term is RECOGNIZED. Being from God, we are not the ones determining 

the Canon but rather recognizing what God has determined.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Measuring_stick


Holy Writ is . . . Written

Å5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀƴ 9ƭƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ 
Knowledge, Writing is Ancient ςGoes back past 6th

Millennium B.C.

ÅMuch of the First Writing was Accounting!
ÅFolks with Cattle Wanted to Know How Many
ÅFolks Selling Cattle Wanted to Know How Many for How 

Much!
ÅAbraham Had A lot of Cattle!
ÅDŜƴΦ моΦс ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ Φ Φ Φ ά
ÅDŜƴΦ нпΦор ά¢ƘŜ [hw5 Ƙŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

become rich; and he has given him flock and herds, and silver and 
ƎƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴƪŜȅǎΦέ
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DispilioTablet



The Patriarchs Hung Out in Literary Circles

ÅMain Locations of 
Writing Systems
ÅMesopotamia
ÅLots of Mud

ÅEgypt
ÅLots of Papyrus Reeds

ÅEach Had Scribal Guilds
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Brief Side Track on Writing Systems
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Modern Hebrew

Derived from Babylonian 

Aramaic (Post Exile)

Paleo-Hebrew 

(before 586 B.C.)

 ŞŚŕƼő őũŒ ūŚƖőũŒ
Ŧũőŕ ūőŖ ŞŚŃşƖŕ ūő

ÅWriting Material
ÅClay Tablet 
ÅWax Tablet
ÅPotsherd/Ostracon
ÅPapyrus
ÅParchment/Vellum

ÅWriting Instruments
ÅMetal or Wooden Stylus
ÅReed

ÅSemiotics (Meaning of the Sign)
ÅIdea - Pictographic
ÅSyllable - Syllabary
ÅPhoneme ςPhonetic Alpahbet



Cuneiform
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üFound Mainly in Mesopotamia ς.ŜƛƴƎ Ψ.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎκƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ aǳŘΗ

üWedge Shapes Impressed on Clay Tablets

üSyllabaries ςAkkadian 

üAlphabets - Ugaritic



Hieroglyphics
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×Found Mainly in Egypt ςLand of 
Reeds ςYam Suph ςReed Sea
×Characters Written On Papyrus (and 

stone)
×Alphabet Writing System (with 

peculiarities)



Biblical Writing Systems
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ÅAlphabetic ςDerived From Common 
System ςPhoenecian
Å(Paleo) Hebrew
ÅAramaic
ÅGreek



Ancient Writing Artifacts
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Writers
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